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/ y ■ years' was that Ho represented an almost ir- 
' 7 : reslstablc nationalist force and Diem showed 
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.. • ,.,w - — I’f — ^ivi it oiiyti^u 

/ / / / //' \\ / / ,') // '■ 110 P romise 01 establishing a solid non-Com- 
i- I j I jjfj j.J (j munist government. 

1 J i.l W j j f j Q In a National Intelligence Estimate of Au- 
gust, 1951, the .CIA said it did "not believe’ 
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forced to concentrate oii salvaging Diem’s re- Fre nch policy necessary to win the active ioy r 
- ... fiime. " ally and support of the local population' for a 

trek »»a I'w-.wJl The documents, disclosed to Tito Sun-Times Soi ' th Vietnanj government 

li t£? V fe-Ca b y a -number of reliable sources, also re- “Although it is possible that the French and 

•vealed those previously unpublished facts ‘H\ e Vietnamese, even with support from the 
about the U.S. involvement in Vietnam: U.S.'and oilier powers, may be able to cslab- 

(1) All contingency planning for the bomb- *- isb a strong' regime in South Vietnam, we 
ing of North Vietnam was completed by. mid- believe that the chances for this development' 
June, 3964, but the White .House passed the aic P° ar and, moreover, that the situation is 
1 order. to mark time "during the next six ,110re h'kely to continue to deteriorate pro- 
V «>/ ciTr\T/'>'rn?T - months," that is, until December, the month tfressivcly over the next year.” 

'n ‘ . e late President after the Presidential election. . • Find high regard for Ko " 

r we f SC ?: ,d!y 9 stabl, ’shed in (2) Former President Lyndon B. Johnson’ the CIA concluded in another document at 
• l1 ?! d ] '° lcy 10 Ci ; m, nate Communist was advised by a top-level panel in early 3804 'the time that "the most significant particular. 

W( n;! n i n )! 101 aiKl r8 ; ! f e North and South that bombing North Vietnam' would not win political sentiment cf the^bulk. of the popu- 

Cifrn n rl £ T' miient - the war. Soon after the bombing began it Was latinn was an antipathy for.the French ‘com- 

. a documents revealed Xhuisday. evident that it was not working and this was bined with a personal regard for Ho Chi Minh 

b’ a National Security Council paper, NSC confirmed by an exhaustive study in 1967, a as the symbol of Vietnamese nationalism.” • 

• jSd9, dated April 2, 1053, Eisenhower directed full year before it was stopped in November, The CIA predicted that the Communists 

flic government to "work toward the weaken- 1953. _ •■■■.'. iv.puld remain in a state of "relative quies- 

. mg of the Communists of North and South (3) A fow days after taking office, Mr. John- ccnce” if Diem held the 1053 national etec- 
.uetnam In order to bring about the eventual son issued a National Security Memo, NSAM lions as required by the 1S54 Geneva accords 
_ peaceful lCiiiiiiication of a free and indopen- 2/3, ‘ on Nov. 26, 1933 ordering plans for that ended the war with thq French. Jn effect, 

lr~h : ,, iclnain luwIcr auti-Cominunist lend- “possible 'increased activity” hi 'secret raids the 9 A ai 'Succ! that DienT'piwofccd the Com’ 

■ , • • ' -■ • 'on North Vietnam. . • .' niunlsl uprising by reneging on the elections, 

lsisenjower took In e decision^ the docu- (4) From t; , e boginnfll ,, oMho dirert ' U s The documents show that Eisenhower was. 
jnents show, at the high point of his con- military' involvement, ‘high-ranking 'officials warned m advance by the CIA that Diem' 
fidencam Ngo Dmn Diem’s ability to emerge Itad difficulty estimating how many civilians v ' ou * d balk at the elections but did nothing to 
as a truly national, anti-Communist leader. were included in casualty figures. • V/iiito “ 0 that lhey were held * 

• , °T- a . S b ° Cn in . sfa . !led as prime min- House adviser Michael Forrestaf observed af- J Branded a dictatorship 

isiei by (lie united States in J 95 i t impressed ter a visit to Vietnam in 1963: "No one really Eisenhower and Sec. 0 / State John Poster 

Eisenhower and Sec. of State John Foster knows hoy/ many of the 20,009 . ‘Viet Cong’ ® ubfts decided to 'commit the United States to 

D.ulids with his unexpected efficiency in put- killed last. year, were only ’ innocent or at tbc re 8 imc , despite a. 19-57 estimate by, the' 
mg down a number of dissident sects in 1055. .least persuadable, villagers." ... ' _ C-IA thcit; . , 

Just before Hie crackdown, Gem J. Lawton ^ william .Tordon vL™ bicade of representative government is 



ocain^f tho ; v//-ueii. maxwell u. la 

; r 5t i 0 7 • , ll * as un S^° n revoked the . cipal exponent ot the domino theory inside the ” ** — « — 

CabL and oreored u burned. . ; Johnson administration. As chairman of £• wise, is tolerated, and critics of the regime 


’No organized opposition, loyal or otlicr- 


Kisenh.-nvrU- n,„i n,, , - * administration, as chairman of the , V,, " " . . " 

Jnci i L es were aIso encour-i Joint Chiefs of Staff, Taylor warned on Jan are often repressed lne exercise ot pow- 

K.N dorkt,„ S f m,ng y . "? Ild reaction 10 22 ‘ 19W - that the fall of South Vietnam- would and responsibility is limited to Diem and a 

1 ie 1956 national- result in the immediate loss of Laos, Thailand ve f y . smal cirdc zanily composed of Ins 

S been agreed upon in the 'and Cambodia. He also warned that there rcIatlvcs ' - - 

V - 1 ( /C1 alK dccoros - cou,d be a dangerous reaction in Burma, In- 

Flsenhmwr nV * t0 - )y at , I) . o!l ! i ' ceil dia > Indonesia, Malaysia. Japan, Taiwan, 

the b-iste hr n r« ^ r Cd !, n Diem ’ s lnovc on 1 Korea and the Philippines and possibly sitn- 

”, v s °f a Ccntial Intelligence Agency as-- -ilar "unfavorable effects’ 

.. ment that the Saigon government “al- : Latin America 
mosl-ceiTamly would not be able to defeat the ‘ ' 

Communists in countrywide elections.” 

ine documents indicate a growing sense ui 
j optimism between 1055 and 1.95S in Diem’s 
possibilities as a leader’ of both halves’ of Viot- 

rme'n 'tVV v/as being promul- uisicgtuuou- oy me poucy-maKcrs 

p‘ ’ , V ' e Con ?» hnmthad tlieir insur- from the start cf the U.S. involvement, 'hie 

goncy. And althotiAwtw£sweri<C^rrReleflfM.seaQ14ft3/04o! : f(3,IA,RDR8©,Oi 601 R0003003601 1 5-6 


.in Africa and in 

flic CIA, on the other hand, consistently 
j argued that it was unlikely that any- other 
of' country would go Communist; 

CIA estimate-disregarded 
The documents show that the CIA was 
largely disregarded - by tho policy-makers 
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U.S, Also Says It Won’t Act 
. Now Against Knight Chain 


v • By LINDA CHARLTON 
. The Justice . Department an 
nounced yesterday that it 
would not take legal action 
“at this time” against The Los 
Angeles Times and the 11- 
newspaper Knight chain, which 
yesterday published arlicles 
said to be based on secret Gov- 
ernment documents. 

The New York Times, The 
Washington Post and The Bos- 
!ton Globe remained under court 
'orders not to publish any fur- 
ther articles drawn from the 
Pentagon study on the origins 
of the Vietnam war. 

jQhn C. Hushen, a spokes- 
jman for the Justice Depart- 
ment, said in Washington late 
yesterday that the department 
had reviewed the articles that 
appeared in The Los Angeles 
[Times and at least seven of the 
Knight papers and had decided 
that “they do not constitute 
[any threat to national security.” 

Opinion Unchanged 

, He added that "wo find no 
reason to change our opinion” 
labout the nature of the ma- 
terial appearing in The Chicago 
[Sun-Times, which on Wednesday 
began publishing articles re- 
portedly based on secret Gov- 
ernment documents. The de- 
partment had said, after re- 
viewing the first articles, that 
the documents had been de-[ 
classified. That judgment, ac- 
cording to Mr. Hushen, was un- 
changed by the articles in yes- 


terday’s 'issues' ’or The * Sun- 
Times. 

Mr. Hushen was asked what 
action the Justice Department 
would take if further articles 
in the Los Angeles and Chicago 
papers and those of the Knight 
chain should be felt to present 
a “threat to national security.” 

‘'We’ll, cross that bridge 
when we come to. it.” he said. 

Lee Hills, the executive edit- 
or of the Knight Newspaper 
Group said that the chain had 
n ? pl an at this moment to 
publish further material from 
tne Pentagon papers.” A spokes- 
man for the group said that, 
unlike the three papers enjoin- 
ed from further publication, no 
one from the Justice Depart- 
men had even requested that 
the material not be published. 

Two More Articles . 

The Sun-Times, however, pub- 
lished two articles in its Friday 
issue, which was on the news- 
stands late yesterday afternoon, 



who supervised the .project, re- 
fused to discuss the articles, 
the amount of material rc-. 
ceivcd or its source. 

The Sun-Times said initially 
that its material had come 
from the Commission of In- 
quiry into U.S. War Crimes in. 
Vietnam. When asked how 
long the articles would con- 
tinue,. Thomas B. Ross, the / 
.Chicago paper’s Washington » 
bureau chief, said: “We’re 
open-ended.” ■ ,■ 

Articles Widely Published 

A random check of several 
.major newspapers across the 
country indicated that, so' far 
as was possible, they were pub- ' 
lishirig as much as was avail- 
able about the so-called Pen- 
tagon papers. The St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch, The ■ Atlanta 
Constitution, The San Francisco 
Chronicle, The Louisville Cour- 
ier-Journal and The Milwaukee 
Journal all said they had used 
news agency articles. The Min- ' 


, jrwttiua)’ allUIilOOll, * lit- mill- 

that were reportedly based on a ; n eapolis Tribune has used- re- 
number of cnnrr>oo Iwnttfin VP.VSifmc r»f rnmWnfld 


number of sources, including 
the Pentagon, the State Depart- 


ment and the Central Intelli-L' The Boston Globe was al- 

PflTIPP Aopppu 4^ i. ».• I. • . 


gence Agency. VI 

James F. Hoge, editor of The 
Sun-Tunes, said that some of 
, e , s . ourcG documents were 
classified and some were not 
The latest articles in The 
Sun-Times dealt with events 
during the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration. Those in the Knight 
newspapers focused on Robert 
S. McNamara, the Secretary of 
Defense,. and the progress of 
'the war in 1967 and early 1968. 
In both cases, the articles 
came from - the Washington 
bureaus of the newspapers. 

The Knight papers referred 
only to information "made 
available to Knight news- 
papers.” ".Derick Daniels, a 


written versions of combined 
news agency articles. 


. --- w«y tv 

senior. Knight editor in Detroit! straining order. 


lowed to resume publishing 
articles supplied by news serv- 
ices and bdsed on the new dis- 
closures published elsewhere 
when an earlier Federal court . 
order — . prohibiting any men- 
tion of the contents of such 
disclosures — was amended. A 
hearing is scheduled for today 
on an order by Federal Judge 
Anthony Julian barring The 
Globe from publishing addi- 
tional stories based on its own 
documents. 

The Globe published what 
was to have been the first of 
a series of articles on the Pen- 
tagon study Tuesday: the Jus- 
tice Department went to court 
the same day to obtain the re- 
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LpJ Memoirs say 


Former President Lyndon B. Johnson has acknowledged in his 
still-unpublished memoirs that he was preparing for large-scale, 
military Involvement in Vietnam prior to the 1864 elections,; 
according to Newsday, a Long Island newspaper. 

Newsday said the information from the memoirs -—.to be' 
published in November under the title, “The Vantage Point: 

Perspectives of the Presidency” r / • " ~ 7 

— • was obtained from a publish- Comments on Speech 

ing industry source. The mem- Tiie Newsday account also 
oil's, Newsday said, are largely q U0 Us Johnson’s comments 
in galloy form at the New York abo ut a 196*1 campaign speech he 
firm of Holt, Rinehart & Win- g ave in Texas in which he as- 
ston. " serted that he would not send 

The Newsday. account of John- u.S. troops to “do the fighting 
son’s attitudes tends to buttress that Asian boys should do for 
conclusions drawn from a sec- .themselves.” 


' By "this time, two Viet Cong 
attacks— one on the Bisn Hoa 
airbase and the. second at Plei-. 
ku — had caused sizable Ameri- 
can casualties. 

! Johnson said that while mov- 
ing in 3864 to build up the U.S. 
.military effort in Vietnam, “I 
liad moments of deep discour- 
agement, times when I felt that 
the South Vietnamese were their 
own worst enemies. The South 
Vietnamese seemed to have a 
strong impulse to political sui- 
. ride.” 


conclusions drawn from a sec- .themselves.” • 

•tion of the secret Pentagon pa- \vhat he meant, Johnson says, 
■pers published last week by the j s that America should not “take 
New York Times. . charge” of the war or provoke a 

Pm Mncnc’ conflict with China. Newsday 

Geneial Consensu quotes the memoirs as saying. 

The Times said the massive “i did not mean that we were 
Pentagon study said that a “gen- no t going to do any fighting, for 
.eral consensus” within the ad-’ W e had already lost many good 
ministration that air attacks men in Vietnam.” 


probably would have to be During the 1964 campaign’ 
launched against Hanoi was against Sen, Barry Goldwater, j 
.reached at a White House strale- supporters of Johnson were high- 
gyymeeting in September 1964, jy critical of Goldwater’s stand 
just after the Tonkin Gulf inci- f or stronger military action in 
dent. No such consensus was South Vietnam. , 
made public at the time. According to Newsday, on 

That Johnson concurred in the ^ arcb p/ i 1964 , Johnson ap- 
decision has been disputed in p r0V ed a recommendation by: 
several newspaper stories and McNamara to prepare for “a 
articles, including one in yestcr- pr0 p ram of graduated military 
day’s Baltimore Sun asserting p ressurc against the North.” In 
that Johnson was skeptical i September— as asserted in the 
about initiating air attacks, even; p en t a rr on study— the President 
after bis overwhelming election a p pl . 0 ved the bombing plan, .to 
in 1964. ■ ■ , | be implemented if Communist 

The researchers and analysts; forces madc a “spectacular” at- 
wVin workprl on the Pentagon: . ii-- 


“My Vantage Point” 

Johnson prefaced his chronolo- 
gy of his Vietnam decisions by 
saying, “I have not written these 
chapters to say, ‘Tills was how it 
was,’ but to say, ‘This is how I 
saw it from my vantage point.’ ” 
In the Sun’s story yesterday, 
Potter discussed two off-the- 
record interviews he said lie 
had with Johnson early in De- 
cember 1934. The report of the 
interviews attributed this state- 
ment to Johnson: 

“I’m telling ■’ the American; 
people everything I. know. I 
haven't made any decision to 
expand the war, but if I did, I 
would not announce it because 
I would not want the enemy to 
have advance notice.” 

The Chicago Sun-Times con- 
tinued a series of articles today 
' based on what it called “top se- 
cret Pentagon documents and 
other sources.” The Justice De- 
* partment has not moved to en- 
join the Sun-Times. The govern- 
ment has said it has determined 
. the documents being used were 
' declassified in 1968. Yesterday, 
the Sun-Times said its material 
came from sources “involving 
the Pentagon study.” 


1 The decision came at the 
height of Eisenhower’s confer-' 

• cncc in Ngo Dinh Diem. Eisen- 
hower and Secretary of State 
John Foster Dulles, according 
to the Sun -Times story, also 
were encouraged by ti;c seem- 
ingly mild reaction to Diem’s 

' decision to cancel the 1936 elec- 

* Lions for all of Vietnam pro- 
’ vided for in the 1954 Geneva 
1 Accords. 

t 

CIA Report , 

Eisenhower, the Sun -Times 
said, acquiesced to Diem’s move 
on the basis of a Central Intel- v 
' i ligence Agency assessment that 
[ Diem’s Saigon government “al- 
? most certainly would not. be able 
: to defeat the Communists in 
T countrywide elections.” 

The Sun-Times also said secret 
’ Pentagon “war games” indicat- 
ed in earlv 105*1 that strategic 
3 bombing of North Vietnam 
' might, be a failure. High-level 
3 studies in 1967 concluded that 
' this had been the case. 

In another reaction to publi- 
1 i cation of stories on the Pentagon 
1 study, the Chicago Tribune in 

0 ja front-page editorial, suggested 

1 ; today that, a group of editors 
e.jand government officials study 
0 the Pentagon papers to deckle 

what can be published safely, 
i- land distribute the material to, 
y 1 all news media. 


The researchers and analysts; forces madc a “spectacular” at- 
Avho worked on the Pentagon ; tack the South . 
study, ordered by Robert S. ( 

McNamara in 1967, acknowl-; implemented in February 
> edged there were gaps in their. rfh , was put into effect in 
'work because they did not have p . 7 F 1865 , a ft er Johnson twice 
access to presidential papers or, . ' ( > d mil ’ itary advisc to begin 
.many, documents from other carU / r| the Newsday 

.agencies. ctnru said. 


agencies. . 

! The Newsday story said John- £W ^ ^ memoirs> according to 
• son depicts himself as having newspaper, Johnson quotes 
been hesitant, for several months. lf f s 1 ’ illg t0 aides when 
about approving military recom- J u r u f e g omb ing: “We 
mendalions for bombing North 55ve kept our «uu over the man- 
Vietnam. His decision to csc8.| 3 n( , P om . s f iells in the cup-. 

!k[y ’ s ^ st ory** * c a mc° because* ‘T board for a long time now. And ; 

i was convinced that our retreat; awhile they sleep 

from this challenge would open , . T ,. /.movi- 

w, wrXiA in the. night. I can ass Aineu 


the path to World War III, 
Johnson writes. 


>• in the night. I can’t ask Amevi- 
| oa soldiers out there to continue 
'.t to fight with one hand tied be- 
hind their backs.” 


Eisenhower Policy Cited 

Among the material cited in 
today’s Sun-Times was a dis- 
closure that President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower in 1958 secretly 
established a policy. to eliminate 
Communist control in Hanoi and 
reunite North and South Viet- 
nam under an anti-Communist 
government. ■ i 

Quoting from what the paper 
said was National Security Coun- 
cil Paper 5809, dated April 2, 
1958, it said Eisenhower directed' 
tlie government to “work toward 
the weakening of the Commu- 
nists of North and South Viet-, 
nam in order to bring about the i 
eventual peaceful reunification! 
of a free and independent Viet- 
nam under anti-Communist. lead- 
ership.” V. . :<■ 
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